said that with the approach of these last 
days toleration of Jews as Jews among 
Christians in Christian lands can no longer 
continue; the grace period is running out. 
Luther did not call upon the rabble to lay 
their hands upon the Jews. Instead, he 
instructed the legally-constituted authori- 
ties, the princes and nobles, to expel them 
if they would not convert. Luther did this 
in the interests of what Luther thought 
would be best for everyone, as Luther 
understood God’s mysterious plan of 
salvation. 

The most positive assertion that Ober- 
man can muster about Luther in relation to 
the Jews is that the Jewish perspective of 
two of Luther's followers, Justus Jonas and 
Andreas Osiander, did not focus as 
Luther’s had upon the apocalyptic struggle 
against the antichrist and his legions, but 
on a common millennial future for Jews 
and Christians, a liberation for both at the 
end of time. Perhaps those of us who share 
in Luther’s legacy should not only—as we 
have—repudiate Luther's ill-fated attacks 
upon the Jews, but also state clearly that 
from our perspective Justus Jonas, Andreas 
Osiander, and’ in our own time Krister 
Stendahl ir Paul Among Jews and Gentiles 
have been far better exegetes of Romans 


9-11 than Luther was. Certainly we can 
support Oberman in his contention that 
Jews and Christians must coexist into the 
future in the realization that both are 
bound by covenant with God who is faith- 
ful and just to both, far more than they 
deserve. 


Norman A. Beck 
Texas Lutheran College 
Seguin, Texas 
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